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PRESERVING OUR REGION’S HISTORY

Stuttgart Museum Hosts GPHS Winter Meeting
Grand Prairie Historical Society enjoyed an in-person quarterly meeting Thursday evening, February 17 at the
Museum of the Arkansas Grand Prairie in Stuttgart. Around 30 were in attendance, with some ten watching in
via Zoom. President Raeann Refeld Braithwaite opened the meeting by welcoming members and the several
guests we were pleased to have on hand. The first order of business was the long-anticipated recognition of our
first essay writing contest winner. The contest was conceived several years back and initiated last fall. Our first
winner is Calie Mooneyham, sophomore at DeWitt High School, who wrote an excellent essay entitled “The
Grand Prairie’s Becoming.” Her winning entry is set to appear in our April Grand Prairie Historical Bulletin.
Calie is shown below with Pres. Braithwaite (left) and her family. She was presented with a certificate of merit
and an award check. Congratulations to our first essay winner!
Our program was presented by Arkansas State Archives
Director Dr. David Ware, who entertained us with an informative and sometimes humorous presentation, “The
Great Skedaddle of 1862.” He detailed the circuitous and
zig-zag routings taken by state officials to move Arkansas’s
archival records to safe storage several times during the
Civil War. Dr. Ware informed us of the many amenities for
historical research available at the State Archives, as well as
their major ongoing projects.
The quarterly business meeting proceeded with a reading of
the October meeting minutes by acting secretary Bill Shrum.
Carol Roberson read the treasurer’s report. Pres. Braithwaite
gave a recap of our social media impact. Our Facebook page
now enjoys over 6,600 followers. We email the newsletter to
some 335 recipients. Our updated website is now more userfriendly. Activity and event reports were given on Ark. Post
National Memorial by Sup’t. Ron Fields, Ark. Post Museum
State Park and St. Charles Museum by Claudia Ahrens, and on Museum of the Grand Prairie by Jessie Walsh.
Pres. Braithwaite updated the group on the Holman School historical marker, funded by the Black History Commission of Arkansas, which will be installed and dedicated later in the spring. The manufacturer is typesetting
the plaque and will be finishing and delivering it to us soon. We will publicize the event in the press and via our
social media once we can set a date. We hope to see all of you at the Holman Heritage Community Center. Pres.
Braithwaite also advised the meeting that our request for “historical marker ahead” signage had been fulfilled
by ARDOT and installed at the requested locations of some of our existing plaques. (See photo next page.)
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Museum Hosts Winter Meeting, continued:
Our St. Charles marker installed in 1964 was in bad need of repainting. Through the efforts of Claudia Ahrens,
Harlan Cox of Arkansas County Collision in Stuttgart restored the plaque to like-new condition. He has agreed
to apply new paint to our weathering Battle of Arkansas Post marker at Highways 165/169. There was no new
business, so the meeting was adjourned. Pres. Braithwaite announced that our April quarterly meeting is set for
Ark. Post National Memorial, dependent upon public health concerns.

Dr. David Ware addresses meeting.
New signage at St. Charles.
Newly repainted marker plaque at St. Charles.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Message from our President
Dear Friends,
Happy New Year and we’re almost close enough that I can also say Happy Spring!
I’m excited that we were able to have our latest meeting in person. It was great to see
everyone and to have Dr. David Ware with us for the program. He truly makes history
come alive with his engaging style and humorous stories. How thrilling it was to
present our first ever GPHS essay contest award to Calie Mooneyham! She is an
outstanding young lady and I know you will enjoy reading her essay in our April
Bulletin.
In this issue, you’ll see a photo of the newly repainted marker at St. Charles. This
meticulous restoration by Harlan Cox makes this marker ready for another 60 years. If
you’re in the area, don’t miss the chance to go see it for yourself. We hope in the near future to have the Battle
of Arkansas Post marker repainted as well. Speaking of historical markers, the Holman School marker is
nearing completion at the foundry and we expect delivery soon. Be on the lookout for an announcement
regarding the dedication this spring/summer and plan to join us as we commemorate this important time and
place in history. Last but not least on markers – as spring nears, it’s the perfect time to grab our Historical
Marker Driving Tour brochure and get out and see all our beautiful Grand Prairie has to offer.
It’s time to pay our GPHS dues. It is only with your support that we are able to accomplish our goals to preserve
and promote our Grand Prairie history. New members are welcome!
I hope you enjoy this issue of our newsletter. Please stay safe and healthy. I look forward to seeing you at our
next meeting.
Respectfully,

Raeann Refeld Braithwaite
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Grand Prairie Historical Society on Social Media
We email our News from the Prairie newsletter to around 335 members and friends of our Society. Feel free to
submit your comments, articles and/or photographs to us at grandprairiehistory@gmail.com. We welcome your
input. Invite your friends to join our mailing list by emailing us or signing up directly from our newly updated
website at www.grandprairiehistory.org. There are many photos and articles available for viewing, along with a
wealth of additional information. We feature the ability to pay your dues (to join or renew) online via PayPal.
We have over 6,600 people from almost every state and a few foreign countries following us on Facebook. Visit
our page at www.facebook.com/grandprairiehistory.

Upcoming Meetings
Please make plans to join us for our upcoming 2022 meetings: April 21, Arkansas Post National Memorial (our
annual potluck); July 21, Phillips Community College, DeWitt; October 20, Bayou Meto Schoolhouse Lodge.
We will notify you via email if any schedule changes become necessary. We will be announcing a dedication
date soon for the historical marker we are placing at the Holman Heritage Community Center in Stuttgart.
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Society Members Visit Revolutionary War Gravesite
By Ashli Ahrens
January 30, 2022 was a memorable day in south Arkansas County for four descendants of Revolutionary War
soldier, Joseph Stillwell II. Claudia and Ashli Ahrens, Glennda Fread and Raeann Braithwaite were granted
access and escorted to their patriot ancestor’s 1822 gravesite, on private land, thanks to Laura Beth Place and
husband Ty. The other members of that day’s history seeking party included John Cover, Brad Haynes and Paul
Braithwaite. The Stillwell grave is on the original Stillwell homestead. The grave is now enveloped by woods
and protected by a modern chain link fence. Grandson of Joseph, Walter Stillwell (1842–1898), is buried beside
him. Walter’s father was Harold Stillwell, and his mother was Charlotte Bassett. They are within a larger burial
area called Boggans Cemetery.
The Stillwell grave’s original tall, cracked headstone had apparently been laid flat on the ground and cemented
down many years ago (see photos). But a modern headstone and commemorative marker were added and
dedicated on May 29, 1971, by Grand Prairie Chapter Daughters of the American Revolution with assistance
from Grand Prairie Historical Society and Stillwell family grandchildren. Of the four descendants, Claudia was
the only one to have visited the grave previously, at that 1971 event.
Stillwell is the only known Revolutionary War soldier to be buried in Arkansas County. He was born March 23,
1752, in Monmouth County, NJ, where he lived at the time of his service. In the 1790s, he and his wife Sarah
Winters moved from Kentucky to New Orleans where they began the manufacture of hemp rope. As a
recompense for introducing this manufacturing business to the (then) Spanish province, in 1797 Stillwell was
granted one million arpents of land on the Arkansas River by the Spanish Commandant (Spanish land grant
#2399). Stillwell and his family claimed and settled the land and lived about four miles upriver from Arkansas
Post. Joseph Stillwell was a surveyor and held political leadership positions in his new homeland including
being elected to the Territorial Legislature of Arkansas. He died on September 10, 1822.

GPHS members and friends (l. to r.) Paul Braithwaite, John Cover, Glennda Fread, Laura Beth Place, Brad Haynes, Raeann Refeld
Braithwaite, and Claudia Ahrens pose at Boggans Cemetery. Photos by Ashli Ahrens.
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Stillwell’s is Arkansas County’s only known, marked Revolutionary War soldier grave site. A few other
soldiers from that War were buried at Arkansas Post. However, their gravesites are lost to history due to course
changes to the Arkansas River.

Joseph Stillwell gravesite, Boggans Cemetery, Arkansas County.

Stillwell descendant Claudia Haller Ahrens. Note the original
1822 gravestone at lower right.

Left: Four descendants of Joseph Stillwell II are shown at the
Revolutionary War soldier’s gravesite in Boggans Cemetery.
(l. to r.) – Ashli Ahrens, Glennda Refeld Fread, Claudia Haller
Ahrens, and Raeann Refeld Braithwaite.
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GPHS President Raeann Braithwaite presented a donation to Holman Heritage Community Center Board President Calvin Criner for
their funding project for inside repairs and painting inside and outside the buildings. The mission of the Holman Center is charitable,
civic, educational, recreational, and business development and community orientated improvements. The organization functions as a
major entity to upgrade and strengthen the community. GPHS is in the process of obtaining a historical marker in the coming months,
which will interpret Holman’s founding and function as an African American school in the segregation era. From left to right are
Bronwyn Criner, Walter Humphrey, Luanna Spears, Gay Rusk, Delois Lavance, Glennda Fread, Wade Hobbs, Don Jones, Larry
Fortune, Don Roth, Calvin Criner, Raeann Braithwaite, Glenn Mosenthin and Gloria Scoggins (seated).

Grand Prairie Historical Society presented a donation made possible by funds provided by the Quandt Family in memory of Mary
Margaret Selig Trahan, to Arkansas County Deputy Circuit Clerk Kay Stephens in DeWitt on November 23. She accepted the
donation on behalf of the Arkansas County Records Preservation Committee. The Society has been making contributions to the record
book restoration effort for over thirty years, along with other organizations and donors. This assures preservation of some of the oldest
county and parish records west of the Mississippi River for future generations. From left to right are Glenn Mosenthin, Gay Hampton
Rusk, Pres. Raeann Braithwaite, Stephens, Glennda Fread, and Larry Fortune.
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White County Historians Visit Area Sites
By Glenn Mosenthin
Several members of the White County Historical Society enjoyed a recent visit to some of Arkansas’s oldest
and most significant sites. On November 23, the group of seven toured areas of historical interest at Stuttgart,
DeWitt, and Arkansas Post. They visited the award-winning Museum of the Arkansas Grand Prairie at Stuttgart,
where they viewed an immense collection of artifacts depicting the history of agriculture and the pioneers who
farmed the Grand Prairie of eastern Arkansas from the 1800s to 1920s. The Museum was created to preserve
Arkansas County’s heritage as a center for rice production and duck hunting. A recent addition houses the
Arkansas Waterfowler Hall of Fame.
The group, comprised of Shelly and Billy Churchwell, Jessica and Rob Clausen, Glenn Mosenthin, Scott
Akridge, and Jim Miller, continued to DeWitt where they viewed the state’s oldest county record books in the
Arkansas County Circuit Clerk’s office. These books date to the 1790s and are only surpassed in age west of the
Mississippi River by similar records in Ste. Genevieve and New Madrid Counties in Missouri, and Natchitoches
and Ouachita Parishes in Louisiana. After pausing for lunch at Kelly’s on the Square Restaurant on the DeWitt
square, the historians continued to Arkansas Post, where they were treated to a tour of the Menard-Hodges
Native American mound complex, thought to be as much as 1,000 years old. Nearby is the site of the original
1686 Arkansas Post site, which was the first European settlement in what became the Louisiana Purchase. Ron
Fields, superintendent of Arkansas Post National Memorial and an archeologist, gave the group a lot of insight
on the mound and its possible purposes.
Afterward, Ranger Teresa Donaldson gave the entourage an in-depth tour of the Memorial’s visitor center,
museum and 1700s–1800s townsite. The Arkansas Gazette was first published on this site. The territorial capital
of Arkansas was here 1819–1821. The historians also visited the Mills Lock & Dam on the Arkansas River
Navigation System, downstream from the Post Memorial. All in all, it was a fun and informative day out for the
seven White County Historical Society members.

White County Historical Society members Jessica and Rob Clausen look through some of the oldest county record books at the circuit
clerk’s office in DeWitt. Right: WCHS members Scott Akridge, Jim Miller, Glenn Mosenthin, Shelly and Billy Churchwell pose
during their November visit and tour at Arkansas Post National Memorial.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Stuttgart’s Museum of the Arkansas Grand Prairie will be hosting a program called “Cathay Williams: Buffalo
Soldier” presented by Donna Madison on April 13th at 6:00 p.m. The Museum is hoping to schedule a Victorian
Luncheon in June, but that will largely depend on caterer availability and pandemic conditions. —Jessie Walsh.
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Gillett, Arkansas: Celebrating 100 Years is Available from GPHS
Grand Prairie Historical Society was pleased to sponsor the reprinting of
Gillett, Arkansas: Celebrating 100 Years, by John and Linda Cover,
originally published by the Gillett Centennial Celebration Committee in
2006. This well-researched glimpse into the history and people of a
typical Arkansas Grand Prairie community includes the incorporation
petition, a list of mayors, a plat of the new town, and names of service
members from Arkansas County killed in action during all the wars.
Articles include narratives on the arrival of the earliest families, establishment of the town, coming of the railroad, a list of postmasters, and
school and church histories. Of special interest are a series of articles
written by longtime Gillett teacher Sybil Youngblood Hightower, who
also served as GPHS editor for many years. The authors bring readers
up to the 2000s with their coverage of various topics from the modern
era. Photographs from all periods are liberally sprinkled throughout the
book. Those interested in Gillett’s history may order a copy for $25
postpaid from our website, www.grandprairiehistory.org, or P.O. Box
15, Almyra, AR 72003.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Report on Arkansas Post Museum State Park from Maria Jackson
The gift shop has been permanently closed. The empty space will be converted into a lifestyle exhibit with the
textile collection. The process has begun and will hopefully be complete by spring break. We have hired a new
part time seasonal tour guide. Seth Borchert has been hired and will work three days a week giving tours. We
are offering programs again. Every other Saturday for now and during the week for spring break. This will
continue after the school year ends. The museum is open for group meetings again! Feel free to pass this
information on so that groups can begin reserving dates. Maria Jackson has been promoted to Facility Manager
II. She will provide all interpretive services, artifact care, administrative tasks, and maintenance support. She
will also directly supervise all employees and contract labor at the museum.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Grand Prairie Historical Society now offers three membership levels. Basic memberships will cost $25.00 per
household. As well, two premium membership levels are available for those wishing to donate to the Society’s
efforts: Contributing, $50,00; and Supporting, $100.00. Contributing and Supporting memberships are recognized in the October Historical Bulletin each year. We accept and appreciate memorials and honorariums and
will provide letters of acknowledgement for tax purposes. If you’re not already a member, please join us!
Visit our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/grandprairiehistory.
Check out our website at www.grandprairiehistory.org

Grand Prairie
Historical Society
P. O. Box 3621
Little Rock, AR 72203
870-830-1425
www.grandprairiehistory.org
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