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Historical Society Visits DeValls Bluff 
  

The Grand Prairie Historical Society held our summer 

quarterly meeting Thursday, October 17 at the Prairie 

County Historical Museum, DeValls Bluff. Attendees 

were treated to a pie supper followed by the business 

meeting. Museum Director Debbie Cook (left) gave 

the group a tour of the facility, pointing out a col-

lection of artifacts from Fort Lincoln, a mussel shell 

button exhibit, a large array of Civil War memora-

bilia, dioramas of DeValls Bluff through its history 

including the old White River drawbridge, a display 

on country music entertainer and rockabilly pioneer 

Jim Minor, as well as many other interesting inter-

pretations of area history.  

 

The Society elected a slate of officers for 2020-2021. 

They are Raeann Refeld Braithwaite, president; Gay 

Hampton Rusk, vice-president; Gena Seidenschwarz, 

secretary; and Carol Roberson, treasurer. Linda 

Fischer was elected to a 2020-2022 director position. 

Effective for the 2020 membership cycle, dues will be 

$25 per household for a silver (basic) membership.  

 

The Society will now offer a gold membership level at 

$50 and a platinum level at $100, for persons wishing 

to contribute to GPHS above the basic level. All levels 

receive two issues of the Grand Prairie Historical 

Bulletin, mailed in April and October. Gold and platinum members will be recognized in the October Bulletin. 

2020 dues may be mailed to Carol Roberson, GPHS Treasurer, P.O. Box 3621, Little Rock, AR 72203. 

 

The next meeting of the Grand Prairie Historical Society is Thursday, January 16 at the Grand Prairie Center in 

Stuttgart, with a program on women’s suffrage. Other meetings for 2020 are April 16, Gillett United Methodist 

Church, featuring the Society’s annual potluck dinner; July 16, Phillips Community College, DeWitt; and 

October 15, Holman Community Center, Stuttgart.  
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GPHS Co-Sponsors Genealogy Symposium at Stuttgart Library 
 

The Grand Prairie Historical Society, along 

with the Arkansas County Library, hosted a 

genealogy workshop in association with the 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

(LDS) on August 22. The approximately 30 

attendees received an introduction to the 

family history research tools included on a 

website hosted by the LDS. Hands-on 

assistance was given to attendees by the 

church members who were experienced with 

the website. A follow up session was held 

August 29 to assist with any genealogy 

questions still pending, and to present an 

introduction to the ongoing indexing or 

genealogical records projects of the LDS 

Church. For additional information, visit 

www.familysearch.org. 

       Event photo courtesy Clara Timmerman/Stuttgart Public Library. 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Historic Preservation Program Holds Cemetery Restoration Event at Stuttgart 
 

 
 

The Fall Cemetery Workshop of the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program was held in Stuttgart at the Green 

Grove-Love Rest cemetery on October 5, with assistance from the Grand Prairie Historical Society and the 

Friends of Historic Green Grove-Love Rest Preservation Society. Participants learned proper techniques of 

cleaning, leveling and caring for cemetery markers from the AHPP’s cemetery preservation expert Holly Hope 

and Rusty Brenner of Texas Cemetery Restoration, LLC. Attendees enjoyed lunch at the Holman Heritage 

Community Center provided by the Center’s volunteers, along with a history of the Center and the cemetery. 

Photo courtesy of Holly Hope/Arkansas Historic Preservation Program. 

http://www.familysearch.org/
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Daniel Harder Legion Post Holds Centennial Observance 
 

The Daniel Harder American Legion Post 48 celebrated the organization’s 100th anniversary September 14, 

2019 at the Post’s Stuttgart headquarters. A crowd of around 70 was on hand for the festivities. A welcome was 

given by Raeann Braithwaite of Daniel Harder Legion Auxiliary Unit 48. An invocation was given by Rev. Dr. 

Don Warren, pastor of First Christian Church in Stuttgart. Braithwaite led the Pledge of Allegiance. President 

Clara Brown of the Auxiliary Unit gave opening remarks. State President Nancy French of the American 

Legion Auxiliary brought greetings from Commander Doyle Beaty of the American Legion Department of 

Arkansas. District 8 Commander J. R. Honeycutt extended greetings from the Southeast District. A delicious 

lunch was served by Auxiliary members. Introduction of the keynote speaker, Glenn Mosenthin, was made by 

Auxiliary Unit member Claudia Ahrens. Mosenthin, the grandson of former Post Commander Dr. H. V. Glenn, 

presented a PowerPoint program on the Post’s long history, along with a biographical sketch on Post 48 

namesake Daniel Harder, the first Arkansas Countian killed in action in World War I. Mosenthin pointed out 

that this Post was the only one in the world with an annual membership increase 1919–1932.  

 

Hunter Selvey of Dumas conveyed greetings from Congressman Rick Crawford. A citation from the Arkansas 

House of Representatives was presented by State Representative David Hillman of Almyra, along with an 

Arkansas flag previously flown over the State Capitol. Stuttgart Mayor David Earney read a proclamation 

honoring Post 48 for a century of dedicated service to the community. Closing remarks were made by James 

Moseley, Past Commander of Post 48. Following a moment of silence for those who have served our country, 

Post 48 Adjutant M. C. Bennett gave the benediction.  

 

 

Left to right—Patricia Murray, national executive committee chairwoman and past Arkansas Department Auxiliary president; M.C. 

Bennett, Post 48 adjutant; Clara Brown, Unit 48 Auxiliary president; Hunter Selvey, representing Congressman Rick Crawford; 

Stuttgart Mayor David Earney; Nancy French, Arkansas Department Auxiliary president;  Glenn Mosenthin, Grand Prairie Historical 

Society director; James Moseley, Post 48 past commander; Claudia Ahrens, Unit 48 Auxiliary member; State Representative David 

Hillman; and Raeann Braithwaite, Unit 48 Auxiliary member.  
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Local Autoists Make 231-Mile Tour of Rice Section in One Day 
 

ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT, June 25, 1922 

 

 Driving 231 miles in one day, four Little Rock men last week enjoyed a tour of the cotton and rice districts 

between Little Rock and Crockett’s Bluff, on the White River, in Arkansas County. The party was made up of 

O. G. Crittenden, of the Franklin Car Company, and George W. Donaghey, C. S. McCain, and Judge Samuel 

Frauenthal. The party, in a new Franklin car, left Little Rock at 6 o’clock last Wednesday morning, and were 

back in the city at 8 o’clock that evening. Going through North Little Rock, the trip was made over the Baucum 

road to Scott; past Laster’s gin to England, and over an ex-cellent gravel road from England to Stuttgart. The 

trip to Stuttgart covered 76 miles and was made in about two hours and five minutes. “At Stuttgart,” said Mr. 

Donaghey, telling of the trip, “we were in-formed that an asphalt road extended 23 miles to the south, and we 

concluded to drive down to DeWitt, its terminus. The beauty of this stretch of country can only be appreciated 

by those who may slip over it as easily as we did on such a summer morning.” 

 From DeWitt the party drove over an excellent macadam highway to St. Charles. “At this little village,” 

said Mr. Donaghey, “we found a monument which informed us of some of the state, national, and civil war 

history, which most citizens have either overlooked or forgotten. During the war between the states, a Federal 

gunboat in the White River was blown up by a single shot from a Confederate land-force cannon, and 143 [sic] 

Union soldiers were killed.” Driving from St. Charles to Crockett’s Bluff, the Little Rock men were guests at 

the Prange Bros. rice plantation, which embraces 5,000 acres planted to this cereal. “There was in operation 

there a Sunday School picnic,” said Mr. Donaghey, “composed of many proud parents, teachers, and children. 

The youngsters were bathing in the water canal that led to the pumping plant on the river bluff to the land all 

around it. For our information, a second pump was turned on at the power house and as we stood at the place of 

delivery of water from the river into the canal, we were informed that 25,000 gallons of water per minute were 

then being poured into the canal through the two 20-inch discharge pumps from the two Worthington pumps, 

which were operated by two mammoth Corliss engines. The engines were operated by fuel oil then being 

pumped from a tank in the hull of a steamboat on the river.” 

 The local men were guests at dinner of Mr. and Mrs. George Prange, and later, for three hours, were driven 

over the rice country by Mr. Prange. The party left on the return trip at 3:55 o’clock. The trip to Stuttgart was 

made in 55 minutes, and another 55 minutes put the party in England. The party arrived here at 8:05 o’clock, 

the actual running time from Crockett’s Bluff having been three hours and five minutes. “Our speedometer 

showed we had run 231 miles during the day,” said Mr. Donaghey, “and there was not a one of us but declared 

it had been the easiest and most pleasant trip he had ever taken in an automobile. We had not gone up or down a 

single hill; had not seen a pool of stagnant water; had passed scarcely an acre of land not worth $50, and most 

of it rated at $100, had passed the day going through a solid body of as fine land and as fine homes as can be 

found anywhere. It was the longest trip any of us had ever made in an automobile. It was most profitable 

because it opened our eyes to the vast expanse of a beautiful and fertile country, which has been almost 

reclaimed from swamps and stagnant lakes, all within the last 25 years. Before then, approximately 75 percent 

of the land could not find owners who would pay the meager taxes asked by the state. But the cost of the roads 

through this district alone now would mount up into many millions.”     

 

Submitted by GPHS member Jim Prange. 
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Do you want to participate in preserving and sharing Arkansas history and heritage 

for future generations? Join the Friends of the Arkansas State Archives and make a 

difference! FASA is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization founded in 2015, in order to 

support, promote, and strengthen the collections, services, and programs of the 

Arkansas State Archives. The group supports the Archives by encouraging 

volunteerism at the facility, raising funds to support acquisition of historical 

materials, and advocating to policymakers and public officials on behalf of the Archives. Members will receive 

the FASA newsletter, eligibility for early registration for ASA events and a vote in the annual membership 

meeting. Membership levels are: Basic - $10, Sustaining - $25, Organization - $35, Benefactor - $50, and 

Lifetime - $250. Your donations and membership are tax deductible. For more info, contact FASA board 

member Glenn Mosenthin at hgmosenthin@gmail.com. To become a member, please mail a check for dues to: 

Friends of the Arkansas State Archives, P.O. Box 31342, Little Rock, AR 72260. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Society to Present Suffrage Program at January Meeting in Stuttgart 
 

Grand Prairie Historical Society will next meet at Stuttgart’s Grand Prairie Center on January 16, 2020, starting 

at 6:00 p.m. A presentation on women’s suffrage is planned in observance of the centennial of the Nineteenth 

Amendment, which ensured women the right to vote. The other 2020 meetings are April 16, Gillett United 

Methodist Church (featuring the annual potluck dinner); July 16, PCCUA-DeWitt campus; and October 15, 

Holman Community Center, Stuttgart. Meetings begin at 6 p.m. with refreshments and fellowship. The program 

and business portion of meetings commence at 7 p.m. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Letter to the Editors 
 

Editor, Grand Prairie Historical Society: 

 

The events leading up to my 86th birthday were not on my bucket list, but I will not forget any of them. On 

September 21 (2018) our friend Andy, who lives near us on Lake Hamilton and flies for Western Pilot Service 

putting out forest fires, called from the air and said that if I came to the airport, they would take me up in the 

owners of the company’s refurbished 1979 Cessna 185 airplane with Aerocet amphibian floats. I went to the 

Hot Springs Airport and met Andy, Burl the owner, and Bob the pilot. They helped me put on an inflatable life 

jacket, got a stepladder so I could get into the plane since there was nothing to hold on to. The third step on the 

ladder was level with the top of the float. Bob flew us out to Lake Ouachita, and instructed me on reading the 

water and looking for debris and stumps, since the lake was down about eleven feet. Before we made the water 

landing, he touched the top switch in the lower right instrument and a female voice repeated, “Wheels up water 

landing.” We checked the landing gear in the mirrors on the wingtips, then touched the cancel switch. We made 

five landings and five takeoffs and flew to the airport. Bob touched the bottom switch in the lower right 

instrument and a male voice repeated, “Wheels down runway landing.” We checked the landing gear, the 

warning light, touched the cancel switch and landed. Anytime the air speed is below 80 mph, the voice will 

repeat the landing mode. Bob says this safety system has saved many lives, because when making a mistake 

landing a float plane on water with the wheels down, the plane will flip over. He knows, since he flew float 

planes in Alaska for fifteen years.  

 

After I returned home, I called Andy and told him I didn’t get pictures of the plane. He said we would do that 

later since they were very busy. I have had a sea plane rating for a long time but I have not used it. On October 

12, Correne received a phone call from Andy. He told her they would pick me up to take pictures and not to tell 

me they were going to take me up in the plane again. They picked me up at home, went to the airport, and I took 

pictures (see photo next page). Then they asked me if I would like to go up in the plane again, and I could not 

say no. We took off, and Bob said there was a fishing tournament on Ouachita, and we would go to Lake 

DeGray. We landed on the water going into a cove, which seemed a bit unusual, until I saw the boat ramp. We 

lowered the wheels, taxied to the ramp, and with a little power we went up the ramp and parked next to four 

pickup trucks with boat trailers. There were two men and an eight or nine year old boy visiting. Bob shut the 

engine down, got out of the plane, and visited with them for a few minutes. The boy really took it all in. We 

started the engine up, taxied around the trucks into the water, raised the gear and took off. We made one more 

landing in the water and took off. Then Bob told me to fly the pattern (four 90-degree standard left turns) and 

make a water landing. I brought the plane in at 85 mph and flared to slow it down. He told me to raise the nose 

a little, and we were on the water. I made two landings and two takeoffs. The controls just seemed natural and 

the standard turns easy. I had not flown an airplane in 26 years and even longer landing in water! 

 

Larry Fuhrman 

Hot Springs, Arkansas 
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Larry Fuhrman, formerly of Gillett, with an amphibious Cessna 185 at Hot Springs. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

GPHS Announces New Membership Levels 
 

Due to the rising costs of production and distribution of its publications, Grand Prairie Historical Society will be 

increasing membership dues beginning 2020. Basic memberships will cost $25.00 per household. Also, two 

new membership levels will be offered for those wishing to donate to the Society’s efforts. Annual membership 

levels include: Silver – $25.00, Gold – $50,00, and Platinum – $100.00. Gold and Platinum members will be 

recognized in the Historical Bulletin. We accept and appreciate memorials and honorariums, and will provide 

letters of acknowledgement for tax purposes.   —Editors. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A secret to longevity from long ago: “Keep the waist in, the waste out, and bury worry in an unmarked grave.” 

This good advice came from former Stuttgart osteopathic physician and publisher Dr. Carl L. Fagan. 
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