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PRESERVING OUR REGION’S HISTORY

Historical Society Presented World War I Program
Some 50 members and guests of the Grand Prairie
Historical Society were treated to an interesting
program about World War I and its impacts on
area Arkansans on January 17, at the Museum of
the Arkansas Grand Prairie. The presentation was
made by Drew Ulrich (left), Exhibit Curator at the
Delta Cultural Center in Helena. After a chili
supper, the organization’s winter quarterly meeting
was conducted. President Dyan Bohnert, Glenn
Mosenthin, and Gena Seidenschwarz updated the
group on preparations for the Arkansas Historical
Association Annual Conference which is being
held in Stuttgart on April 11–13.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Arkansas Historical Association to Convene at Stuttgart in April
The Arkansas Historical Association (AHA) will hold its 78th Annual Conference at Stuttgart on April 11–13,
marking the first time the organization has visited the Grand Prairie since 1963. The group previously convened
in Stuttgart in 1955. The theme of the 2019 conference will be “Land, Race, and Identity.” Presentations will be
offered on a broad array of topics from all time periods that illuminate how the land—and ideas about it—have
intersected with various identities, including race, to help shape the history of Arkansas. The conference will
mark several major anniversaries, including the bicentennial of the formation of Arkansas Territory, as well as
the centennial of the Elaine Race Massacre. There will be a genealogy workshop on Thursday afternoon at the
Grand Prairie Center. Thursday night’s reception is at the Museum of the Arkansas Grand Prairie. Friday
registration, sessions, break, luncheon, reception, and awards banquet take place at Grand Prairie Center and at
the Phillips Community College UA Seminar Room next door. Friday afternoon tours will leave from and
return to Grand Prairie Center. Saturday sessions and luncheon are at the Grand Prairie Center. The registration
fee is $10. Deadline for registration is March 29. Grand Prairie Historical Society is very pleased to have the
opportunity to host the AHA again after 56 years. Details will follow via email. Make plans to join us!
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A. R. Porter Was Stuttgart’s First Physician
Arthur Russell Porter, the first person to practice medicine in the Stuttgart area,
was born October 6, 1859 at the northeast Missouri town of Newark, in Knox
County. He was the son of Kentuckians James William and Columbia Marshall
Porter. James Porter owned the J. W. Porter Lumber Company in DeWitt for many
years. Early Stuttgart business leader Joseph Ira Porter was Arthur’s first cousin.
He studied pre-medicine at the University of Arkansas, specializing in diseases of
the eyes, ears, nose, and throat, and in 1889 received his medical degree from the
University of Louisville. He completed post-graduate work at the New York Eye,
Ear, Nose and Throat Infirmary. Around 1887, A. R. Porter married Arkansan
Nannie Dunn. They were the parents of two children, Arthur Jr. and Susie. By
1890, Dr. Porter was practicing medicine and operating Stuttgart’s first drug store.
He was extensively involved in business enterprises. He served as vice-president of
cousin J . I. Porter’s land company in Rison. This was a lumber firm much like his Stuttgart company. Dr. A. R.
Porter was part owner of the Stuttgart Rice Milling company, and was president of Lenox Land Company. He
was a charter member of First Methodist Church.
Dr. Porter practiced five years in Stuttgart before selling his business to Dr. Leander H. Morphew and moving
to Memphis, where he became a prominent specialist and financier. He was a director of the Industrial Bank and
Trust Company as well as the Mississippi Valley Bank and Trust Company. He was part owner of the Gibralter
Coal Company of Memphis. A Mason and member of St. John’s Methodist Church, Porter held memberships in
the Shelby County and Tennessee Medical Societies. He retired from active medical practice around 1936. His
son Arthur Russell Porter Jr. also became a successful Memphis physician. The elder Dr. Porter, Stuttgart’s first
doctor, died March 11, 1946, and is buried at Memorial Park Cemetery in Memphis. Sources: Census records
and “Stuttgart’s First Physician Died in Memphis Monday,” Daily Leader and Arkansawyer, March 12, 1946
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Old Cabin To Be a Beauty Spot
The old log cabin home now being erected by Mrs. Leander H. Morphew at
her home at 4th and Maple Streets will be one of the most attractive places in
the county when completed. Mrs. Morphew is a lover of old-time customs,
and the possession of a log house has always been her hobby. Having seen
Stuttgart grow from a small village to one of the largest cities on the prairie,
the memories of bygone days linger in her heart and amidst the rush and
bluster of modern living, the good old days come back—the days when folks
toiled hard and received little for their efforts. She has watched the changing
of the times, but the old days to her were the best, and to bring them back, to
cherish fond recollections, she has caused to be erected this home.
The building is of logs, with mud between on the outside and concrete on the
inside. A large brick chimney of the old fashioned design stands on the west
end. The windows slide on the inside and are protected outside by log
weatherstrips. The interior is very attractive with its old fashioned fireplace, Dutch oven, dog irons and kettles.
The floor, walls and ceiling all have that old cabin touch, while the coal oil lamps add to its homelike atmosphere. The furniture is mostly walnut of old fashioned design, and the decorations on the walls will be
comprised of relics of olden times. The building is not as yet completed, but enough is finished that the average
individual can picture it in his mind. It will be the showplace of the city in a short time. Grand Prairie Leader
(Stuttgart, Ark.), November 29, 1934. Ed. note—the chimney from this cabin is still standing.
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Bound for Goldman
Editor Gleaner,
The track laying has now reached the east side of Big Island, about five miles from here, and the officers
are exerting every means to reach this place by the end of next week. Maj. Shellenberger, one of the chief
engineers of the road, was in town a few days ago, and while here located the depot and laid off the side track
which is 1400 feet long.
We had the pleasure recently of riding from Clarendon into old Arkansas county, in company with our
friends Miller and Chapline, on the first train of cars that ever crossed her borders—an honor that but few of her
oldest citizens can boast. Some one had stretched across the track a canvas bearing the inscription “Welcome
the Iron Horse to Arkansas County,” and as we rode swiftly under the arch we felt that every honest heart
extended a hand of welcome. The cars made such good time that our young friend J. J. H. went to kiss his girl
good bye at Clarendon and kissed a cook at the next station.
The German Lutheran Church near here will be dedicated the 2nd Sunday in May, the Rev. S. H. Shaller of
Little Rock performing the ceremony. It has a lofty steeple, and is an edifice well worthy to the community and
does honor to the builders, principally the Germans. Uncle Bob, I am requested by the Germans to extend to
you and your “devils” a hearty welcome on that occasion.
This communication was ready for last week’s issue but owing to the heavy dew, the mail lines be-tween
DeWitt and Carlisle and Duvall’s Bluff became so irregular that we are forced to lay it on the table for another
week of sunshine, that we at leisure moments might read again the bright ideas of “Honest Lisha” in regard to
the “sufferers”—the drivers on the lines!
Come up. Captain Baker will give you a free ride over the track to Brinkley and back, he furnishing the
steam, we the “oil.”
HONEST JOHN
Goldman, April 12th, 1883.
_______________
Arkansas Gleaner (DeWitt), April 13, 1883. Ed. note—The Texas & St. Louis (Cotton Belt) Railway was
completed from the Mississippi River at Bird’s Point, Missouri to Gatesville, Texas in August 1883, followed
by a “silver spike” ceremony on the new bridge over the Arkansas River near Rob Roy. This letter to the
Arkansas Gleaner indicates that the line was completed through the Stuttgart area in April or possibly May
1883. Construction progressed very slowly between Clarendon and Pine Bluff, due to the large number of
streams needing bridged, and the necessary fill work along many stretches of the line. It was in fact the final
portion of Cotton Belt’s system to be completed. The October 1883 Cotton Belt timetable is shown on the next
page. The railway operated one daily train each way across the Grand Prairie region, with stops at Parham,
Goldman, and Humphrey. Travel time from Goldman to Pine Bluff was around an hour and a half, while
Goldman to Brinkley took over two hours. Also of interest is the reference to the building of St. John’s
Lutheran Church on the site of today’s Lone Tree Cemetery. Incidentally, the Gleaner was owned and edited by
Col. Robert H. Crockett, who became Stuttgart’s first mayor a few years later.

Following page: Timetable published at the beginning of Cotton Belt’s rail service across the Grand Prairie. W.
F. Allen, ed., “Cotton Belt Route,” Travelers’ Official Railway Guide for the United States and Canada 15
(October 1883): 381.
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From an issue of the Arkansas Democrat Sunday Magazine, November 1948.
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The following article was published in the Stuttgart (Ark.) Daily Leader and Arkansawyer of May 16, 1945,
shortly after the German surrender to the Allies in World War II. Our servicemen and women were beginning to
return home in large numbers. This interesting message to civilians could be applied to any era. —Ed.

Suggestions Given For Attitudes Toward Vets
The returning veteran is the hope of the nation. Generally speaking, he is that servant of the nation who will
furnish the country’s leadership in the years that lie ahead.

Twelve Simple Principles of Thought and Action for the Civilian:
1. Be natural at all times. Don’t strain to appear nice or to say the right thing. Don’t be effusive. Though
changed, the veteran is still an ordinary human and wants to be treated as such. In fact, his service friendships
have been such genuine ones and have been based on such conditions of reality that he can spot insincerity
readily.
2. Treat him a responsible citizen, as well as a veteran. He has a tremendous job to do and will be one of
the most important citizens in the community. Don’t be patronizing. Recognize him for what he is, a citizen
who is better equipped for success, as a result of his service experience, than most civilians.
3. Don’t pamper him or feel or show pity. He’s entitled to all the real consideration at your com-mand, but
he’s a man who has been taught to stand on his own feet.
4. Don’t kill him with sympathy. He wants real help, not maudlin tears. Genuine kindness and a recognition
of the job he has done form the basis of the ideal attitude for you to develop.
5. He’ll talk about what he’s been through if he wants to, but don’t urge him. Like all of us, some veterans
will want to talk, while others won’t. Remember, if only one civilian were curious about what it was like, it
would be one thing. So let him take the initiative in such conversations.
6. Keep your poise and don’t be startled if he has changed markedly, is disfigured, disabled, or highly
nervous. He knows you’ll notice, so don’t stare or call attention to it. If you feel you must men-tion it, or he
brings it up, discuss it in as natural a way as possible.
7. Be realistic. If he wants to talk about his problems and the future, don’t tell him that he doesn’t need to
worry. Tell him the facts about employment and other situations in the community, and advise him, if you can,
on how to cope with them. This G. I. Bill gives him a lot of help, but he’ll have to compete with civilians and
other veterans for long-term success.
8. Develop serenity of spirit. This applies especially to those who are close to the veteran. He may have
thought you are wonderful, so try to show your best colors.
9. Don’t brag about how much money you’ve made or how well you’ve done while he was away. And if
he’s curious, tell him, but remember he may think, and rightly so in some cases, that the war has given the
people who stayed at home an advantage.
10. Don’t bring up the subject of how difficult things have been at home. It hasn’t been difficult and he
knows it. It certainly would sound ironical to mention petty home-front hardships in the face of what he’s been
through. Just let him know most of us have done everything that we’ve been asked to do and have wanted to do
more.
11. Help him in every way you can. Be sure he is aware of his rights, the opportunities to get an education,
his priority on his old job, under certain circumstances, and other benefits. Help get your community organized
to bring this information to him, and try to get veterans interested in participating.
12. Remember too, that you face problems of adjustment. Your non-war job may not pay as well, and it
won’t be as easy to get a job as it was. Furthermore, the veteran should have a prior right to any available job,
because he has given up time and opportunity to fight for us. Your attitude and vigilance in this endeavor are of
the utmost importance. It is vital that veterans and civilians understand each other and work together to build a
better America.
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Following World War I, France wanted to show gratitude to the American people for their sacrifice in protecting French
soil, so 49 French train cars were filled with gifts and sent to America. One train was sent to each of the 48 states, and
the 49th was to be shared between Washington, D.C. and the Territory of Hawaii. Arkansas’s train car was sent to
Helena, where it was displayed at the Richard L. Kitchens American Legion Post #41. Constructed in 1922, the building
is one of Arkansas’ oldest Legion posts. Thanks to the blog OnlyInArk.com for this information. Photo by G. Gerard.
________________________________________________________________________________________________

Abstract of the Catholic Register of Arkansas 1764–1858, compiled by Dorothy
Jones Core, is available from GPHS for $25 postpaid. The 100-page book is an
abstract of baptisms, marriages, and burials by Catholic priests in the Parish of
Arkansas, including the only records kept during the Spanish era. Accurate
translations by language professor Nicole Wable Hatfield. Originally published in
1976, this valuable indexed reference was long out of print. To order this newly
reprinted edition, send $25 to Raeann Braithwaite, Grand Prairie Historical
Society, PO Box 15, Almyra, AR 72003.

Arkansas Colonials 1686–1804: A Collection of French and Spanish Records
Listing Early Europeans in Arkansas, compiled by Morris S. Arnold and Dorothy
Jones Core, is available from GPHS for $25 postpaid. The 104-page book was
published by the Society in 1986 and includes censuses, militia, and other civil
records from Arkansas Post in the French and Spanish periods. The book includes
maps and is surname indexed. To order this newly reprinted edition, send $25 to
Raeann Braithwaite, Grand Prairie Historical Society, PO Box 15, Almyra, AR
72003.
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Have You Applied For Your Arkansas Ancestor Certificate?
The Arkansas Genealogical Society offers handsome Certificates of Arkansas Ancestry to qualified readers.
Membership in AGS is not required. Everyone with early Arkansas roots is encouraged to apply. Visit the AGS
website at http://www.agsgenealogy.org/ancestrycert/default.html for instructions, fees, and downloadable
application. Certificates are available for these categories:
Colonial—For an ancestor who resided in Arkansas prior to January 1, 1804.
Territorial—For an ancestor who resided in Arkansas prior to June 15, 1836.
Antebellum—For an ancestor who resided in Arkansas prior to May 6, 1861.
Civil War Ancestry—For an ancestor who served in a Confederate or Union Arkansas unit between
1861 and 1865, or applied for an Arkansas Confederate pension, or whose widow applied for a
pension, or a Union soldier or soldier’s widow who applied for a U.S. pension while living in
Arkansas.
Nineteenth Century—For an ancestor who resided in Arkansas prior to December 31, 1900.
Email AskAGS@agsgenealogy.org with any questions.
______________________________________________________________________________

Show Your Support For Arkansas Historical Preservation!
Do you want to participate in preserving and sharing Arkansas history and heritage for future generations? Join
the Friends of the Arkansas State Archives and make a difference! FASA is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization
founded in 2015, in order to support, promote, and strengthen the collections, services, and programs of the
Arkansas State Archives. The group supports the Archives by encouraging volunteerism at the facility, raising
funds to support acquisition of historical materials, and advocating to policymakers and public officials on
behalf of the Archives. Members will receive the FASA newsletter, be eligible for early registration for ASA
events, and be able to vote in the annual members’ meeting. See http://www.ararchivesfriends.org.
The Friends of the Arkansas State Archives offers a variety of levels for supporting the mission of the State Archives:
____ Basic Level, $10

____ Sustaining Level, $25

____Organization, $30

____ Benevolent Level, $50

____ Lifetime Level, $200

____ Corporate Level, $500

Name: __________________________________ Email: ______________________________________
Mailing Address:________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone Number: ______________________ Cell Number: ___________________________________
Gift____
Return membership form with check payable to the: Friends of the Arkansas State Archives, P. O. Box 250916, Little
Rock, AR 72225. We will be communicating with you or your gift recipient via email.
FASA is a 501(c) (3) organization. Your donations and membership are tax deductible.
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District Champs 1952—Kneeling: bat boy Fred Hensieck, Richard Strabala, Francis Long, Earl Phifer, Duppie Davis, James Mitchell,
Pete Newsome, Shorty Turner (coach). Standing: Chick Major (manager), Bob Galloway, Jimmy Moore, Red Earlywine, Clyde Berry,
Walter Heien, Roger Strabala, Jim Bowie. Courtesy of Museum of the Arkansas Grand Prairie.

Clearpoint Eagles—Seated, front: Melvin Strabala, Francis Strabala. Seated, middle: Irving
Strabala, Laverne Morris, Roy Earlywine, Richard Cunningham, Sherman Earlywine. Standing:
Roger Strabala, Raymond Rudowske, Red Earlywine, Mike Spilker. Date unknown. MAGP.
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Grand Prairie Historical Society recently lost one of the organization’s longest
serving leaders. William Webster Hillman, 95, of Almyra passed away at his home
November 21, 2018. He was born December 19, 1922 at Bayou Meto to Clinton
and Gertrude Bridgland Hillman. He graduated from DeWitt High School in 1940.
Webster was a World War II Army veteran and served as a military police officer
in Japan. In August 1945 while in Japan, he guarded Japanese Prime Minister
Hideki Tojo. Following his military service, Webster came back to Arkansas
County and was an active farmer and community leader. He was a member of
Almyra First Baptist Church and served as a deacon. His sister, longtime GPHS
leader Ellen Hillman West, passed away last May. His brother George Hillman of
Tulsa, Oklahoma is a Society member. Webster served 26 years as a Society
director or officer. We are grateful for his long service to our organization.
________________________________________________________________________________________

Arkansas Historical Association’s 2019 Annual Conference, Stuttgart, April 11–13.
Please make plans to join us! Details to follow via email.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Grand Prairie Historical Society Meeting Schedule for 2019
April 18
July 18
October 17

6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Gillett United Methodist Church
DeWitt Veterans Memorial Building
DeValls Bluff, site to be determined

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Be sure to follow us at www.facebook.com/GrandPrairieHistory.
Don’t miss an issue of our e-newsletter! Email us at GrandPrairieHistory@gmail.com to join our mailing list.

Grand Prairie
Historical Society
P. O. Box 15
Almyra, AR 72003
870-830-1425
www.grandprairiehistory.org

Officers

Newsletter Editors

President: Dyan Bohnert

Raeann Braithwaite

Vice-Pres: Jane Hubsch

Glenn Mosenthin
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